Baker, his one motive in life is to wreak vengeance against the
person who he supposes has injured his mother. Brassbound
is short of speech but sharp. He knows his men and knows how
to handle them. He has unlimited courage and plenty of shrewd-
ness. When Hal lam threatens him with England's vengeance,
Brassbound shrugs it of:

Brassbound.

Who are you, that a nation should go to
war for you?1

He quells the mutiny of his men with the aplomb of John Silver.
He takes their readiness to sell him to Sir Howard philosophically.
This strong, vengeful sailor is converted by Lady Cicely.

Captain Brassbound's conversion is a strange love-scene. Having
spent his childhood in the company of a mother who was repulsive,
insane, and drunken, he did not know any joy. Vengeance finds
a ready entrance into his dismal soul. Under the influence of
a great commander, General Gordon, brightness and significance
temporarily enter into his life, only to depart after the leader's
.death. The one purpose of his life is to wreak vengeance against
his uncle. The play presents how he is educated out of this attitude
of vengeance by Lady Cicely. Shaw constructs this scene with
great skill in order to make the conversion convincing. There is
an over-dose of stage-directions helping in the process. Brass-
bound's handsome, tragic appearance is first mentioned. The kind
heart under the rough exterior is hinted at. Says Lady Cicely:

Lady Cicely.

After all, those men must really like you,
Captain Brasxbound, I feel sure you have
a kind heart. You have such nice

This, coming from Lady Cicely* who finds the face of Drinkwater
a nice one, may not be very trustworthy evidence. At the end
of the first act, another stage-direction has to be noted:
1,    Captain Bmsshowuh Conversion, 314, La.
2,    Captain BrttssboiiHgTs Conversion.
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